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FILED

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Norfolk Division JAN 16 2008
CLERK, U.S. DISTRICT COURT
MARVA L. AUSTIN, NORFOLK, VA
Plaintiff,
v. ACTION NO. 2:07cv376

RICHERYL COCKE,
Defendant.
DISMISSAL ORDER

This case comes before the court on defendant Richeryl Cooke’s
(“Cooke”) motion to dismiss. For the reasons set forth below,
Cooke’s motion to dismiss is GRANTED.

Plaintiff Marva L. Austin (“Austin”), proceeding pro se,
attempts to invoke the jurisdiction of this court under the Federal
Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. §§ 1-16 (“the FAA”). The FAA is wholly
inapplicable to this case, which arises from a civil action filed
by Cooke against Austin in the Norfolk General District Court (“the
state civil action”).! In the state civil action, the parties
agreed to submit to binding arbitration. (See Mem. in Supp. of
Def.’s Mot. to Dismiss Ex. C.) At the conclusion of the

arbitration, the arbitrator awarded Cooke $1,512.90. (See id. Ex.

! The underlying basis for the state civil action is a

criminal complaint filed in the Criminal Division of the Norfolk
General District Court, by Austin against Cooke for assault and
battery. After the criminal charges were dismissed in favor of
Coocke, Cooke brought the state c¢ivil action against Austin for
attorney’s fees, lost wages, and malicious prosecution.
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